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ON-FARM SEED TREATMENTS GAINING MOMENTUM 

 

Times have changed in the on-farm seed treatment business. There are new water-based seed 

treatments that are safer to handle and can be quickly applied right before planting time.  An 

example of change is with wheat.  Years ago it was rare to be planting treated wheat seed.  We 

would use dry seed box treatments in the scab years to prevent emergence problems but uniform 

coverage was difficult.  Now producers that use on-farm seed treatments with liquid formulations 

can do a much more uniform job and seed treatments are freshly applied to the seed before 

planting. 

 

With wheat we have reduced, but not eliminated, discounted value in wheat because of common 

bunt or stinking smut in Southeast Nebraska, a disease that is spread by seed. All wheat seed from 

all sources should be treated this fall with fungicides labeled to prevent smut. If this is done it will 

prevent producers from a number of seedling disease problems as well as prevent the smut.  

 

With soybeans, we have been pushing the planting dates earlier in the spring.  The earlier we 

plant, the more nodes on the plant and the potential for higher yields, as reported by UNL 

agronomist James Specht.  With early planting, we now recommend treating the seed with an 

insecticide and a fungicide. If your field has a history of Sudden Death Syndrome (SDS), we 

recommend not planting early as the fungus causing SDS is favored by cool soil conditions during 

early planting.  

 

A third treatment is now a consideration with soybeans.  Will it pay to use new chemistry 

inoculants with growth promoter technology that is compatible with the fungicide and 

insecticide?  Do natural biological molecules accelerate and enhance vital growth processes to 

produce a stronger, healthier soybean plant?  A UNL Extension Educator in Butler County has 

plots in Norfolk and Waverly this year that are replicated and preliminary data looks promising. 

So with all the new cost considerations when ordering seed this fall, producers are continuing to 

tweak their seeding rates lower with no yield loss which helps the bottom line.  However, as we 

push the planting dates earlier, seed treatments become more of a no-brainer or insurance in a way 

to achieve uniform, healthy stands. With current soybean prices, if seed treatments return a bushel 

per acre, it would pay for the fungicide and insecticide treatment.  If the new inoculants yield a 

half bushel more that would pay.  

  

Today, on-farm seed treatments and the choices we have are much different than 5-10 years ago.  

More farmers, every year, are choosing to treat seed in order to protect increasing seed value and 

to lower the risk attached to crop investments. 

 

Randy Pryor, Extension Educator 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension in Saline County  
306 West 3rd Street, Wilber, NE  68465 

Phone (402) 821-2151 · Fax (402) 821-3398 · e-mail: randy.pryor@unl.edu 

 

 

mailto:randy.pryor@unl.edu

