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NEW PROGRAM FOR HAYING/GRAZING OF CRP 

 

For the first time, applications are being taken on CRP acres for haying or grazing with no 

payment penalty. The move is an effort by USDA to ease the burden of high feed costs on cattle 

producers. No payment reduction will be assessed, but CRP participants will be required to pay a 

$75.00 fee per contract to modify their contract to allow haying and grazing this year. The turn-on 

date is July 16 and must end by November 10th of this year. 

   Participants must leave at least 50 percent of eligible CRP acreage unhayed for wildlife. 

Grazing can be conducted at 75 percent of the NRCS recommended stocking rate on 100 percent 

of the eligible acres or at 100 percent of the stocking rate on 75 percent of the eligible acres. 

   There are some special provisions if you have environmentally sensitive land such as wetlands, 

buffers, and filter strips so the key is stopping into the FSA office first. Haying must be completed 

before November 10th. Haying by August 15th is preferred for native grasses and prior to 

September 1st is preferred for cool-season stands. 

   CRP participants may sell the hay or use their CRP acreage for their own use or lease to any 

other individual. Locally, interest is starting to pick up to have CRP contracts modified to allow 

haying or grazing on an individual contract basis. Talk to Susan Houser at the Saline County FSA 

office about this program and Ross Scott at the NRCS. Participants work with the NRCS to 

develop a forage management plan and review Nebraska Conservation Planning Sheet No.12. 

   Quality of the CRP hay should be a big consideration. Protein content of new-growth grasses on 

CRP is likely to be around 10 to 14 percent. But with considerable dead vegetation from previous 

years, the protein content of that vegetation will be 2 percent or less. Other nutrients will be 

similarly low, therefore, you may average 6 to 10 percent protein. Do an analysis to check after 

baling. We have a hay probe for check-out at the Extension office. 

   CRP forage is not the panacea many people might think. There are always issues like taking a 

machine on unfamiliar ground, or trees growing in the CRP when cutting and baling the hay. 

Many CRP fields lack adequate fences or water for grazing. Any expenses to make the CRP field 

suitable for grazing must be considered. Cattle have to sort through all the dead plant material 

remaining from growth during previous years and cattle might not be able to get the kind of 

nutrition the cows and calves need. 

   Experts say the best way to graze CRP is to first wean the calves. Although it will cost more to 

feed them without the cow, they can perform very well without milk. Then, once the cows are 

bred, they can rough it through the summer on low quality CRP forage if they don't need to 

produce milk to nurse their calf. As green growth starts to become a small part of the cows' diet, 

some protein supplement might be needed. Before committing to grazing released CRP acres, be 

sure it's the best choice for you. When grazing, monitor for pink eye. Pink eye is sometimes more 

apparent when animals are grazing tall growing vegetation that irritates the grazing animal’s eyes. 

Even if pink eye does not occur, that irritation may cause excessive tearing which encourages fly 

activity at the animal’s face. 

   With proper management, risks of haying or grazing CRP can be lowered and the additional 

CRP forage can lower high feed costs that cattle producers are currently experiencing. 
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