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NEW FORAGE TEST YIELDS BETTER RESULTS 

 

For many years, we have used a forage testing system that measured two different types of fiber 

called NDF and ADF. The NDF number was used to estimate how much hay cows would eat and 

we used ADF to estimate how much energy they would get from that hay. Then we combined 

those values to give an overall estimate of forage quality that we called RFV, which stands for 

relative feed value. A value of 100 was considered average quality hay.  

 

Bruce Anderson, forage specialist at the University of Nebraska, says using ADF is not as 

accurate at estimating energy as we would like. The problem is that RFV assumes all fiber has the 

same digestibility. We know that is not true, and it especially misrepresents the forage quality of 

grasses. Grasses have more fiber than legumes but grass fiber usually is more digestible than 

legume fiber. Unfortunately, there used to be no other forage test available at an affordable cost 

that was any better. But now there is. 

 

New, low-cost tests finally were developed several years ago that do a very good job of 

measuring digestible fiber. Forage scientists and animal nutritionists have worked together with 

these tests to also revise the intake and energy estimates so results from these tests predict how 

animals will truly perform much more accurately. Likewise, a new overall estimate of forage 

quality was developed, which is called RFQ and stands for relative forage quality. 

 

While this new RFQ test is especially useful when testing grassy hays, it also has been proven to 

be better with alfalfa and other legumes. So when you test forages in the future, look for labs that 

offer relative forage quality (RFQ). Your numbers will be more accurate on forage quality.  

 

A hay probe is available at our extension office for forage sampling, simply contact our office to 

borrow. For more information, go to the Understanding and Using a Feed Analysis Report 

NebGuide G1892 at http://www.ianrpubs.unl.edu/epublic/live/g1892/build/g1892.pdf 

 

Upcoming meetings:  

* January 11th, 8:00 a.m., Crop Production Clinic, Beatrice Country Club, Beatrice. 

* January 12th, 8:00 a.m., Crop Production Clinic, City Auditorium, York. 

* January 12th and 27th, 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m., From Farms to Families, Opera House, Bruning. 

* January 18th, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Cow-Calf College, U.S. Meat Animal Research College, 

Clay Center on Highway 41. 

* January 21st, 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Southeast Nebraska No-Till Conference, Hallam 

Community Center. 
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