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FERTILIZER PRICES CLIMB 

 

Nitrogen prices in the late summer and early fall of 2008 hit mind boggling highs, those sort-of 

events tend to stay in your mind. Since then we saw a decline, but from the spring of 2010, prices 

for nitrogen fertilizer has continued to climb. It is not uncommon for urea and UAN liquid 

nitrogen solution to be in the $0.60 per pound range or in the case of urea, $600 per ton plus or 

minus $25 per ton, depending on location in Nebraska.  

 

Ammonia continues to increase which is made from natural gas. Some point to the world markets 

and the production problems in the Caribbean. Prices range from $800 per ton to $875 per ton for 

anhydrous depending on when your dealer bought its supply. If production problems are fixed, 

spring prices should be around $750 or less per ton ($0.45 per pound of N).  

 

Combine information from your soil tests plus fertilizer prices and expected selling price for your 

corn to calculate the recommended nitrogen rate. Current nitrogen fertilizer prices (ammonia 

lower cost, urea or UAN higher) range from $0.50 to $0.70 per pound of N.  

 

Because pricing depends on an individual’s marketing plan, a range of fertilizer and corn prices 

can be used in a computer spreadsheet to look at the most profitable N recommendations. This 

can be found at cropwatch.unl.edu/soils/home/. What makes this calculator different than others is 

the validation with actual replicated field trials across Nebraska.  

 

One issue with the UNL nitrogen spreadsheet calculator, it will need to be updated this fall to 

reflect corn price at $6.00 per bushel or above. With corn in the $6 -$7 range and nitrogen in the 

$0.50 to $0.70 cost range, the recommended N rate for 200 bu/ac corn (without any credits from 

extra nitrogen in the soil, legume credit, manure application or nitrogen in the water), would 

range from 185 to 240 pounds of nitrogen per acre or a cost range of $93 to $168 per acre. So it 

really makes a difference from the cost of the nitrogen, realistic yield goal, utilizing nitrogen 

credits (such as after soybeans or with manure applications), testing irrigation water for nitrates 

and soil testing for nitrogen in the deep profile at least 2-3 feet. 

 

With nitrogen application, only anhydrous ammonia can be applied in the fall (because initially, 

in the ammonia phase, it is not leachable). If soils are fine-textured and when the soil temperature 

is 50 degrees F. on average, for a week or longer, leaching is reduced. With either fall or spring 

pre-plant application, nitrification inhibitors, such as N-Serve® or DCD, help reduce the potential 

for leaching or denitrification losses of nitrogen.  

 

FARM LEASING UPDATE WORKSHOP 

 

Pre-registrations for the first 50 participants for the Farm Lease Update Workshop keep coming 

in. This workshop is planned for Tuesday, November 15th at Sokol Hall, Wilber, 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 

p.m. The handouts and meal are sponsored by the Nebraska Soybean Board. It is important for all 

parties involved to keep updated on farm issues in the management of the asset. This workshop is 

an excellent way to do that. Call today to reserve your spot as we are limited to 50 participants. 



 

Call 402-821-2151 or e-mail office manager Lou Hajek at lhajek2@unl.edu. For more 

information, look at the flyer on the front page of our website at saline.unl.edu. 

 

Randy Pryor, Extension Educator 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension in Saline County  
306 West 3rd Street, Wilber, NE  68465 

Phone (402) 821-2151 · Fax (402) 821-3398 · e-mail: randy.pryor@unl.edu 

 

 

mailto:randy.pryor@unl.edu

