
 

January 16, 2009  

 

FARM PROGRAM, CARBON AND TRANSCANADA UPDATES 

  

  The Farm Program sign-up for 2009 contains a new twist. There is the regular DCP (Direct and 

Counter Cyclical Payment) program that we are used to and a new program called Average Crop 

Revenue Election program (ACRE). This component is designed to protect against crop revenue 

shortfall due to price and/or production declines at the state and farm levels and replaces counter 

cyclical payments at a cost or premium of 20% less direct payment and 30% less marketing loan 

price.  

  

   Electing the new option is on a farm-by-farm basis so that you can choose to enroll one farm 

and not another. This program is still in the development changes but is anticipated to be finalized 

over the next several months. Making the election to participate in ACRE program means you 

have chosen this option and cannot change through the 2012 crop year. A landlord and tenant 

must make the same decision on share leased farms. You either choose DCP or ACRE but not 

both on the same farm.  

  

   If you do not sign up for the new ACRE program this year you can sign up for that option in a 

future year. My advice is to go ahead and sign up for DCP now and get the 22% direct payment 

immediately. If you change your mind later this year, you can do that and the direct payment will 

most likely then be adjusted in the fall. Dr. Richardson at Texas A&M indicated they will need 

one month to launch a new computer program to analyze the complexity of the new decision that 

farmers will need to make.  

  

   A Farm Bill update will be part of the Wilber Crop Clinic program scheduled for Friday, 

February 13th at Sokol Hall in Wilber. Speakers will include Brad Lubben from the University of 

Nebraska Agricultural Ag Econ Department and local FSA Director Aaron Peithmann.  

  

CARBON PAYMENT DEADLINES  

  

   Owners of eligible rangeland have the opportunity for retroactive carbon credits back to 2003 if 

the producer has the applicable documentation and records and enrolls with a Chicago Climate 

Exchange (CCX) certified aggregators by the January 30, 2009 deadline.  This ruling applies to 

all aggregators of agricultural carbon credits. The new CCX ruling states after January 30, 2009 

there are no more "look back" or retroactive rangeland carbon credits.  

  

   The deadline to enroll in carbon credits for continuous no-tilling with Agragate.com is April 15, 

2009. No-till signup deadlines can vary with the aggregator. Other companies active in Nebraska 

with agricultural carbon credits are Farmers Union or SunOne Solutions.  

  

   New grass seedings such as on CRP are eligible for carbon offset payments that were planted 

after January 1, 1999. They are eligible for retroactive payments. David Miller with Agragate.com 

reports to watch for in the next couple of months if OLD CRP is allowed to come into the CCX 

exchange. It sounds like there is a chance there could be an announcement of this in the next two 

to three months.  

  



 

TRANSCANADA PIPELINE EASEMENTS  

  

   Landowners need to seek out good legal advice before signing long-term land easements. A 

good example is environmental liability and protection. In the unlikely event of an oil spill, 

landowners need protection in writing on the land easement. A landowner who researched 

easements that have been filed at the courthouse in Wilber indicated there are some differences on 

what has been filed to date. 
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