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EXTENSION TO HELP WITH CNMP PLANS 

 

Last winter I assisted 349 tenants and landlords with direct education about the 2002 Farm Bill. 

One goal this winter is to assist larger livestock operations to complete CNMP plans who are 

dealing with new environmental regulations. CNMP plans are a comprehensive nutrient 

management plan for a livestock or poultry operation or the environmental or operating plan on 

how the operation is handling manure and how they are keeping manure from running off-site. 

 

The nutrients in manure, when managed incorrectly, represent the single largest threat to water 

quality. However, if managed correctly, manure is an environmental and agronomic asset. 

 

It can increase our crop yields and decrease commercial fertilizer expenses. Soils receiving 

agronomic rates of manure require less commercial fertilizer, are higher in organic matter 

(contributes greatly to soil productivity and water storage capacity), and may experience less 

runoff, erosion and leaching of nitrogen. 

 

With the leadership of UNL Extension Specialist Rick Koelsch, Cooperative Extension has 

developed a CNMP workbook and computer disk for livestock operations in order to meet new 

EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) and NDEQ (Nebraska Department of Environmental 

Quality) rules. The workbook helps livestock producers implement what they have in their 

permits. 

 

About the most revealing part of the CNMP plans is the realization of how much nitrogen and 

phosphorous is being produced and how much land is required to apply the manure at agronomic 

rates, whether it be in the solid phase form or liquid form. The results of the CNMP meetings is 

the producer has something they can use that will demonstrate to the NDEQ they have been 

following what the permit requires and they continue to be in compliance. This is a major step 

that should help during follow-up NDEQ inspections to the livestock operation. 

 

Just like the Farm Bill last year when many producers updated payment yields and had not been 

given the opportunity to do that in 16 years, many livestock operations will need to spend a little 

bit of time to work with CNMP plans. The UNL workshops are geared specifically to meet with 5 

to 8 operations at one time, and as a result of attending the meetings, the operation will go home 

with paperwork that is critical for insuring compliance with Nebraska and EPA regulations. 

 

Larger livestock operations were sent letters by the NDEQ this past year that had the new permits 

to complete a land application training. If you need this training, the new workshop would be 

perfect to get this completed. Give us a call at 821-2151 and we can put you on a list to be 

notified when we hold the meetings. It will also be good training for consultants. I can organize 

small meetings in our area so that you have the paperwork you need to stay in compliance on 

what your new permits actually require. The new EPA rules require producers to record and 

maintain records on file for at least five years on certain items and must be in place no later than 

December 31, 2006. 
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