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DISTILLERS GRAIN OPTIONS FOR HOG PRODUCERS 

 

One of the consequences of corn being priced over $5.50 per bushel is the negative impact on the 

swine industry with high feed costs. Research conducted at the University of Nebraska indicates 

pork producers could increase their bottom line and decrease mortality rates in growing-finishing 

pig diets by substituting up to 20 percent of their feed with distillers dried grain with solubles 

(DDGS). This is a co-product of the dry milling ethanol industry such as the Adams and Fairmont 

ethanol plants. 

 

It is important to note, DDGS is nutritionally different from corn gluten feed and corn gluten meal 

produced by wet mill ethanol plants such as Blair and Columbus. This is an important distinction 

because some corn co-products are being marketed as DDGS -- but they are really different corn 

co-products produced under different processing methods. 

 

One advantage of using DDGS in swine diets is its relatively high available phosphorus content 

(0.66%) compared to other grains and grain co-products. This high available phosphorus level 

enables nutritionists to use less supplemental inorganic phosphate (e.g. dicalcium phosphate) to 

reduce diet cost while meeting the pigs' phosphorus needs. 

 

The high price of corn and the increased production of ethanol in Nebraska has made distillers 

dried grains with solubles a good way for some pork producers to increase their margin while 

maintaining quality. 

 

Producers can create a diet consisting of 10 to 20 percent distillers dried grains with solubles for 

feeder pigs in the growth-finish phase without seeing any negative effects on daily gain, feed 

efficiency, feed intake or pork quality. 

 

Two effects have been seen when distillers dried grains with solubles are fed to hogs in the 

growth-finish phase. Fewer deaths are being reported and a slight decrease in carcass yield has 

been noticed. The yield effect has been better documented than the mortality effect in research 

trials. For every 10 percent of distillers dried grain with solubles substituted a loss of 0.4 

percentage units has been seen in carcass yield. This is about a one pound loss on a 200 pound 

carcass. However the price relationship between distillers dried grains with solubles and corn may 

still make it a cost effective option for some producers. 

 

Dr. Duane Reese, UNL Animal Science, says pork producers interested in feeding distillers dried 

grains with solubles should begin substituting it for 10 percent of the diet and gradually increasing 

it up to, but not exceeding, 20 percent. 

 

The high corn oil content in the solubles creates "soft fat" a carcass quality problem when 

distillers dried grains with solubles exceed 20 percent of the diet. 

 

Producers should contact their local feed suppliers or the nearest ethanol plant to ask about the 

availability of distillers dried grains with solubles. 
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