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CRETE SALE BARN LAST CALL 

 

 

   The last sale for Crete Livestock Market was held on Monday, April 25, 2016.  This ended an 

era of the Monday morning livestock sales with Bill Rut and family in Crete.  Bill will be 

representing Fairbury Livestock now and will continue to assist long-time customers with 

livestock auction needs.   

   April 25th was the day I was making preparations at Camp Jefferson south of Fairbury for area 

5th graders to attend the Gage, Jefferson and Saline County Earth Festival with various 

educational agricultural topics.  It would have been good to witness the last sale because of all the 

fond memories I have over the years.  Those memories include the people who attended the 

Saline County Pork Producers progress shows in the 1980’s and Bill Rut allowing Saline County 

Extension to use the facility for 4-H livestock tagging and weighing every year.  

   When talking to Bill I understand that Lyle Hayek of Friend received the last Crete Livestock 

Market check for a group of feeder cattle that came through the ring that day.  Rut described it as 

an excellent sale and good turnout.  Rut ran the Livestock Market for 37 ½ years and leased the 

facility before buying it in 1981.  A group of Crete businessmen sold stock and formed the Crete 

Livestock Pavilion 76 years ago. It’s significant to note business leaders in the community of 

Crete saw value in enhancing agriculture’s presence in the community.  

   In its peak in the late 1980’s, there would be 23,000 hogs and 13,000 cattle sold through the 

Crete Livestock Market in a year’s time.  The manager at Orscheln’s in Crete noticed business 

would always be better on Mondays.  Livestock sale customers would get gas, head to the grocery 

or convenience stores and a few played Keno after the sale was done.  The value added impact 

was there and that part of our agricultural history is now done in Crete as customers will now 

drive to livestock auctions in Fairbury, Beatrice and other large livestock auctions in Nebraska. 

   We have seen our hog inventory numbers drop like a rock since the 1992 census of agriculture 

in Saline County.  Smaller profit margins and changes in the industry led to decisions of 

expanding and modernizing facilities or getting out of the business, majority exiting but we have 

a few shining stars left in the County.  Saline County is not that much different than other 

counties in SE Nebraska with low livestock economic numbers, putting pressure on the livestock 

sales business such as in Crete.   

   The beef industry in Nebraska is the state’s single largest industry and the engine that powers 

the state’s economy. The multiplied impact of the $6.5 billion in cattle sales each year is 

estimated to be $12.1 billion. Cattle-related employment means income for businesses up and 

down main street in towns and cities across the state. In short, the beef cattle industry has an 

unmistakable impact on other economies in Nebraska. 

   The importance of cattle feeding to Nebraska’s economy runs deeper than in other states. 

Nearly 5 million head are finished and marketed in Nebraska, where we have 1.8 million 

residents.  More than one billion bushels of corn are produced in Nebraska each year, 40% of 

which is fed to livestock in the state.  

 

 



 

   In Southeast Nebraska such as Saline County, we have seen more and more pressure on the beef 

business with declining pastureland available for cow-calf operations.  This is prompting new 

strategies such as utilizing cover crops and utilizing distillers grains and new types of feeding 

facilities.  It all takes work and money and kudos to Bill Rut and family for all their hard work 

over the years serving customers in and around Saline County in the livestock business.   
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