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Making Vacation Fun for the Whole Family 
 

 

 There’s still time for that summer vacation, whether it’s for adventure, to acquire culture,  

 

to work on physical fitness, or to visit family or friends. 

 

 Vacation travel can serve more than one of these purposes.  Deciding what’s most 

important and affordable this summer can be a simple process or it may require negotiations with 

other family members. 

 Here’s what traveling can accomplish: 

 Travel is educational.  The first-hand experiences children have when they travel are 

wonderful ways to broaden and enrich classroom lessons.  Parents also gain knowledge and 

understanding as they explore, listen, and learn with their children.  

 Travel stimulates personal growth.  Meeting people in new places expands children’s 

horizons and makes them aware of others who may sound and look different from them. 

 Kids learn practical skills.  Map reading, subway systems, and hiking can be learned 

naturally through travel.  Kids learn they can manage in the world around them and gain a sense 

of competency and self-confidence that can last a lifetime. 



 Children become goodwill ambassadors.  Kids make friends easily around a motel 

swimming pool, at a restaurant, or just about anywhere!  When traveling with your children other 

people are more apt to be helpful or to strike up a conversation. 

 Travel draws a family closer together.  When thinking back on one’s childhood, 

memories of family adventures stand out.  Shared experiences produce feelings of togetherness 

and a sense of family cohesiveness. 

 Take the time to start planning your family vacation now.  It can be as simple as a 

weekend trip to Omaha or a camping trip to a Nebraska State Park.  Remember, it’s the time 

together that counts. 
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Sarah Purcell is a Nebraska Extension Educator for Otoe County and Southeast Nebraska.  She 

can be reached as 402-269-2301 or via email at spurcell2@unl.edu. 

 


