
 
 
 

 
With the extremely early spring and summer conditions and erratic weather 

patterns, we have seen a number of different insect pests, some weird looking plants 
affected from diseases, insects, environmental conditions or possible spray drift.  It is 
important to be prepared for anything this year in your crops, gardens and landscape.  
The very warm, dry conditions we experienced the past 6 weeks have led to some 
infestations of two-spotted spider mites in soybean fields.  This is 4-6 weeks earlier than 
we usually see these pests in soybeans.  The dry conditions only magnified issues with 
rootless corn that was seen around the region more this year than normal.  For more 
information on this issue view this article on-line from “Cropwatch” at, 
http://cropwatch.unl.edu/web/cropwatch/archive?articleID=4858851.  

 
A large portion of the region received some excellent rains last week that really 

improved growing conditions for crops. With the hot conditions we are seeing this week, 
significant rainfall will be needed the remainder of the summer to produce a crop.  It is 
important to check fields to determine if an insect pest or disease is in your field that may 
require treatment.  In continuous corn fields, corn rootworm have emerged way ahead of 
schedule.  Continuous corn fields should be checked to determine if you have a problem 
and an insecticide needs to be applied.  There have also been reports of frogeye leaf spot 
in soybeans.  There have been reports of Goss’s Wilt in south central Nebraska.  This 
disease enters the corn plant after it has been damaged by hail, winds or blowing sand.  
Remember this is a bacterial wilt, so treatment with a fungicide is not effective.  It is 
important to get a positive identification of a disease before any treatment is applied.  
You can contact me at (402) 274-4755 or your local Extension office if you have 
questions. University of Nebraska-Lincoln Plant Diagnostic Clinic can provide this 
service.  For more information on Goss’s Wilt on-line go to:   
http://cropwatch.unl.edu/web/cropwatch/archive?articleID=4858900.     
 

As far as problems with plants, trees and flowers in landscapes this year, there 
have been a number of calls on different issues.  There have been spruce spider mites on 
spruce and cedar trees earlier this spring, but with hot, dry conditions, be prepared to see 
the two-spotted spider mites on other trees and shrubs this summer.  If the needles or 
leaves of trees are turning brown or yellow, you may want to check for spider mites.  If 
you hold a piece of white paper underneath the needles or leaves in a branch of a tree or 
shrub and shake, you may find several small specks on the paper.  If after a short time 
they start moving, you probably have spider mites.  If populations are not too great and 
you have a small tree or shrub, you may be able to knock the spider mites off with water.  
There also may be natural predators that will keep the populations in check.  There are 
horticultural soaps, oils or miticides that can also be used to control this pest.  There have 
also been a number of calls about aphids on trees.  Control of aphids is similar to the 
spider mites, except there are also a number of insecticides that can be used for control.  
Unless you have trees that have been infected every year by aphids and are under stress, 
treatment usually isn’t required.  The important thing is to help reduce stress on trees by 
keeping them well watered, especially during the heat of the summer.     
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Another insect people are concerned about is bagworms.  While I have not seen 
any bagworms yet, it is important to keep a watch out for this pest.  They have caused 
considerable damage to coniferous trees and shrubs in the area for many years.  With the 
warm temperatures, they should have hatched already.  They are much easier to control 
when they are small. 

 
 If you have other questions about crop or horticultural pests, feel free to contact 
me at (402) 274-4755. 
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