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SEVENTEEN YEAR CICADAS LEAVING THEIR MARK 
 

This summer marks the year that the periodical cicadas, the 17 year cicadas are emerging from 
the soil.  I am sure you have heard their deafening sound as you have driven through southeast 
Nebraska the past couple of months.  I remember 17 years ago (1997) when the cicadas emerged.  
I was in my first year of Extension in Missouri at the time.  I could not believe how loud the 
sound the cicadas made.  There can be up to a million cicadas emerging per acre.  
 
This phenomenon has been going on the past couple of months here in southeast Nebraska and I 
have heard from several people telling me that the cicadas have been everywhere.  Once they 
emerge, each adult may live for 5 or 6 weeks.  During this time, the males and females have 
mated and the females have laid the eggs that are the start of the next generation. Eggs have been 
laid into the small twigs of trees and shrubs.  This causes moderate twig dieback and is called 
("flagging").  Pin oaks or red oaks are often trees where flagging occurs, but there should be no 
long-term consequences.  The eggs hatch after 6 to 7 weeks and the newly hatched nymphs fall 
to the ground, burrow until they find a suitable tree root, and begin the feeding and waiting 
period that will last until the year 2032. 
 
I have received some calls from people with concern from dieback on their pin and red oak trees.  
This is just part of the cycle of life for the 17 year cicadas and should not cause any long-term 
harm to your tree.  This is the mark that the cicadas have made on trees in southeast Nebraska in 
2015.  If you have questions on this issue, feel free to contact me at Nebraska Extension in 
Nemaha County at (402) 274-4755.           
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