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2016 Private Pesticide Applicator Dates 
Cost: $30 at training plus $25 billed from NE Dept. of Ag 

Licensed private pesticide applicators can buy and use restricted-use 
pesticides in their farming operations after completing this training.  

Private applicators needing recertification in 2016 should have received 
a letter notifying them from the Nebraska Department of Agriculture and 
their local Nebraska Extension Office. The Department of Ag letter 
includes a bar code, which eliminates the need to complete the 
standard NDA application form for those wanting to recertify. 

Other Area Trainings:  
 January 27  1:00 p.m. Hartington VFW Hall 
 January 27  6:00 p.m. Hartington VFW Hall 
 January 28  1:00 p.m. Fordyce Fire Hall 
 January 28  1:30 p.m. Neligh  American Legion Hall 
 January 28  6:00 p.m. Fordyce Fire Hall 
 January 28  6:30 p.m. Neligh  Courthouse Basement Meeting Rm 
 February 3  1:00 p.m. Laurel  Community Learning Center  
 February 9  1:00 p.m. Norfolk  Lifelong Learning Center   
 February 18  1:00 p.m.  Pierce  Pierce County Extension Office 
 February 18  6:00 p.m. Pierce  Pierce County Extension Office 
 March 1  9:00 a.m. Norfolk  Lifelong Learning Center 
 March 1  1:30 p.m. O'Neill  Holt County Courthouse Annex  
 March 3  1:30 p.m. Butte  Boyd County Courthouse 
 March 8  1:00 p.m.  Plainview City Building     
 March 10  1:30 p.m. Neligh  American Legion Hall 
 March 29  9:30 a.m. O'Neill  Holt County Courthouse Annex 
 March 29  1:00 p.m. Norfolk  Lifelong Learning Center 
 April 5   1:30 p.m. Spencer Our Saviors’ Lutheran Church 
 April 12  1:00 p.m. Norfolk  Lifelong Learning Center 
 April 12  2:00 p.m. O'Neill  Holt County Courthouse Annex 

For a complete list of training sessions in the state go online to http://pested.unl.edu/classes, where 
applicators will find pesticide education sites for private applicators listed by county. 

There is also the option of becoming certified or recertified through completion of a self-study 
course, either hard copy or online. The hard copy self-study manual is available at local extension 
offices, and the online course can be purchased at http://marketplace.unl.edu by going to the 
pesticide education section. The cost for both self-study courses is $60. 

    

 

IN THE FIELD  
 
 

Now available: 
2016 Spring Seed 

Guide with 
information on UNL 
corn and soybean 

trials. 
Visit 

http://cropwatch.unl.edu/i
mage/CW_News/2015/UN

L-2016-Spring-Seed-

Guide.pdf or contact 
your local 
Nebraska 

Extension Office. 

Trainings Held in Knox County 

February 01 9:00 a.m. Verdigre United Methodist Church 
February 08 1:00 p.m. Creighton Walter Larsen Senior Center 
February 15 6:00 p.m. Bloomfield Community Center  
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Resistance Problems Not Limited to Weeds and Insects 
It is easy to see when weeds or insects develop 
resistance to a herbicide or insecticide. The 
weeds or insects are easy to spot in the field. 
Even some plant diseases are becoming 
resistant to some fungicides, as evidenced by 
the infected plants in the field.  

A harder place to detect resistance may be 
when soybean cyst nematodes, SCN, start to 
overcome the benefits of using a soybean 
variety with a particular source of resistance to 
SCN.  

Of the hundreds of SCN-resistant soybeans 
available to producers, the vast majority use the 
same source of resistance, PI88788. The 
explanation for this is 
simple: This is the easiest 
source of resistance to 
breed in and still maintain 
high yielding varieties. 
(This is done with 
traditional plant breeding 
techniques, not 
GMOs.)  And for many 
years in many fields, those 
varieties did just what they were supposed to 
do. They limited SCN reproduction and allowed 
soybean growers to lower high SCN egg counts 
or to keep low counts low while maintaining 
yields.  

Managing SCN is all about numbers. If you 
have SCN in your field, you will never be able to 
eliminate it, at least not with today's 
management options. Rather, the goal is to 
reduce that number as much as possible. SCN 
populations are measured by egg density, the 
number of eggs in 100 cc's of soil. For a 
reference point, that's about enough soil to fill a 
pop can one-third full.  

A certain portion of any SCN population in a 
field will reproduce on any source of resistance. 
There is no source of resistance that eliminates 
all nematodes from reproducing.  

When the same source of resistance is used 
whenever soybeans are planted in a field, the 
same selection pressure is placed on those 
nematodes remaining in the soil. And just like 
when the same herbicide or same insecticide is 
used over and over, the nematodes that can 
survive on the PI88788 source of resistance 
multiply in the soil and the population numbers 
can increase!  

There is a test to determine whether the 
nematodes in your field are resistant, however, 
the test is slow, expensive, may not tell the 
whole story, and generally is not recommended. 
The easier way to monitor the effectiveness of 
your SCN-resistant soybeans is to test for SCN 
about every six years. If your first test was in 
the fall following a soybean crop, test five or six 
years later in the fall after soybeans.  

If the numbers are holding steady or declining, 
your management plan is working. If the SCN 
numbers increase between tests, you may need 
to consider a longer rotation with non-host 
plants (alfalfa may be a good choice if it fits in 
your rotation) or you may need to look for a 
soybean variety with another source of 

resistance. However, 
these varieties make 
up less than 3% of all 
SCN-resistant 
varieties available.  

Many soybean 
growers have asked 
about the 

effectiveness of seed treatments to reduce SCN 
numbers in the soil. To date, these products 
have shown varying results in their 
effectiveness against SCN. However, new 
products continue to come on the market and 
the University of Nebraska and other 
universities will continue to test their efficacy. 
One thing should be noted about seed 
treatments: No seed treatment is intended to 
take the place of genetic resistance in 
combating SCN. They should only be used on 
resistant varieties for SCN-infested fields.  

To see how SCN resistant varieties performed 
in their ability to yield and effectively reduce 
SCN reproduction, see the Disease 
Management section under CW Soybeans to 
get results from the past couple years of trials 
at 
http://cropwatch.unl.edu/plantdisease/soybean. 
You also may want to review the results of 
similar trials conducted by Iowa State University 
visit http://www.plantpath.iastate.edu/tylkalab/iowa-
state-university-scn-resistant-soybean-variety-trials.   

For more information on managing SCN, 
contact your local Nebraska Extension office. 

Source: John Wilson, Extension Educator, and Loren 
Gielser, Extension Plant Pathologist  


