
Windrow Grazing Update 
 

I have been trying windrow grazing this summer to more efficiently use my excess spring growth.  About 

three weeks ago I finally had an opportunity to mow and rake into windrows one of my brome/alfalfa 

paddocks that had not yet been grazed this year. It was pretty mature, but still very green. 

  

With all that growth there, I decided to raise my cutting height. This would allow more leaves to remain on 

the stubble to gather sunlight energy I reasoned and, hopefully, speed up recovery. This didn't work as well 

as I hoped. To begin with, I only have a small, seven-foot sickle bar mower for my little farm. So while I 

could raise the bar up to leave extra stubble, I couldn't prevent the far end from bouncing up and down as I 

drove around the pasture. As a result, my cutting was extremely uneven. Some plants were cut almost to the 

ground, others had a foot or more of stubble, and everything in between. When I raked the forage I had cut, 

some of the remaining tall stubble would rip off and wrap on the rake.> 

  

Then, when the cows and calves were turned in, they preferred the remaining stubble to the windrowed grass 

hay. Except when they laid down; then they used the windrows. So I had to hold them in each small strip a 

little longer than I'd like to get most of the hay cleaned up. And still there are windrow strips with quite a bit 

remaining. I did get more grazing than if I had just turned them in without windrowing, but I no longer have 

extra leaves on the stubble for faster regrowth. 

  

Now I'm beginning to graze another windrowed paddock. This one, though, will be cut short like a normal 

hay field. I'll let you know how it turns out. 
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