
Unexplained Maturity 
 

There are a lot of things about forages that I don’t understand and find confusing.  Some things happening 

this spring provide a good example.  Pasture growth started slowly this spring in eastern Nebraska.  

Probably in a lot of other areas, too, because it was so cool and cloudy.  As I’ve watched them develop, 

however, I’ve noticed that many of the grasses seem to be forming seed heads sooner than usual. 

 

For example, I often remove seed heads from Kentucky bluegrass for the last time during the lawn mowing 

over the Memorial Day weekend.  This year the last seed heads were removed the weekend before Memorial 

Day.  Likewise, bluegrass in pastures, as well as bromegrass, fescue, and orchardgrass all have formed seed 

heads seven to ten days earlier than I usually expect. 

 

Several factors influence when grasses head out.  The length of the daylight time period is one factor and it 

doesn’t change from year to year.  Maybe extra cloudy conditions can delay seed head emergence if it is 

severe enough to make days seem shorter.  The accumulation of heat units is another factor, but this spring 

has been cool so that should have delayed instead of hastening seed head emergence.  Stress conditions like 

drought also sometimes stimulate early heading but I don’t know of any significant stress factors this spring. 

 

So what does this all mean?  Well, near as I can figure out, it means that nature does what it will and we 

have a long way to go before we have it all figured out. 
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