
Trees Have Bad Habits 
 

 Let's look at trees from the angle of the morning TV news. 

 There is no use planting a tree, because they grow so darn slow and the aging, fat, lazy population of America 

would be living long enough to enjoy them. Besides hordes of bugs, diseases, every type of pollution we can name, 

floods, droughts, tornadoes, and of course government action will have them maimed for life. 

 Let's check the morning headline. President Bush is solely responsible for the death of 35,000 trees in Gage 

County, Nebraska in the past two months. The carnage will continue as farmers clear the trees from 2007, 2008, and 

2009 Conservation Reserve Program(CRP) acres which are being re-enrolled. The final death toll will likely be 4-5 

times larger than the NRD tree planting for the year of 40,000. 

 

 Finally let's examine which trees we should plant. 

Hackberry - No they can have witches broom, and nipple gall gnats might get on the leaves and create a 

flight of gnats for a day or two every few years. 

Thornless Locust or Sunburst Locust - Mimosa webworm might thin the leaves in late summer, plus pod 

gall midges, plant bugs, twig girdlers, and the chance that one tree in evey thousand or so may actually have 

thorns. 

Crabapples or hawthorns - Apple scab, cedar apple rust, fire blight, fruit, and those nasty robin nests. One of 

those robins even pecked my strawberries and left the darn nightcrawler go. 

 

 I had an 85 year old gentleman in my office this week who is planting five trees in his yard this year, 

including these three, to replace some scotch pines which succumbed to pine wilt last summer. I am sure glad this 

seasoned veteran of life sees the world for what it is really like. A place of opportunity and hope and life and diversity 

as well as a place of change. 

 Trees serve us in many ways and they also suffer from life's challenges just like we do. Many years ago a 

nursing home called me about a sick tree in front of the nursing home. A common disease had damaged the tree and it 

was quite deformed. How long will it live the director asked me. Thirty to fifty years, I replied. Will it ever get better 

he asked? There will always be new growth and the disease will reoccur and kill back the gains sometimes. I want this 

entry circle to look nice, what are my choices? Cut the tree down and replace it with small tree, shrub, and perennial 

flower beds, or leave the tree as a testament to life and a center point of small tree, shrub, and perennial flower 

planting. Some 20 years and four or five directors later that tree is still the center point of the entry circle planting of 

that facility. It stands as a statement for all who look to the tenacity and preciousness of life. 

 For tree selection and for life focus on the positives. Enjoy the diversity of colors, shapes, sizes and habits 

even when you have to stoop and pick up a twig or a nut. Make the time to nurture and begin anew a tree for the future 

of all who may live and enjoy life in the future. 
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