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April 19, 2011 

Tree Planting  

The last Friday in April is Arbor Day.  This year that holiday falls on April 29th.  In support of this holiday 

we should all go out and plant a tree or more than one if you desire, or support an organization that does plant 

trees if you have no need or space for extra trees in your yard. 

 Arbor Day is a state holiday in Nebraska and many other states throughout the United States.  In 

Nebraska, it is celebrated on the last Friday in April.  According to the Arbor Day Foundation, in other states 

Arbor Day is celebrated in different months so that it is celebrated at the best time of the year to plant a tree.  

In the south it is celebrated in January and February and in the north it is celebrated in May.  Arbor Day was 

originally started to get more trees throughout Nebraska for windbreaks, erosion control, and for shade.  Today 

we celebrate the holiday to keep adding more trees to our otherwise prairie state. 

 An important issue when planting trees on Arbor Day is deciding what tree to plant.  When planting 

trees, we encourage diversity.  Diversity is planting many different types of trees in an area so that if any new 

disease or insect comes, it doesn’t wipe out all of our trees.  This lack of diversity has been a problem recently 

with pine wilt in Nebraska.  We had so many windbreaks formed entirely of scotch or Austrian pines and now 

that pine wilt has become a problem, entire windbreaks are being destroyed in a matter of a couple of years.   

 ReTree Nebraska is an organization that is trying to aid in our tree diversity in Nebraska by putting out a 

list every year that has many underutilized trees that grow well in Nebraska environmental conditions.  The list 

for 2011 contains: concolor fir, black hills spruce, shantung maple, Miyabi maple, gambel oak, Kentucky 

coffeetree, northern catalpa, baldcypress, bur oak, chinkapin oak, English oak, and the elm hybrids.  All of these 

trees would be great choices for planting on Arbor Day.   

 Another very important factor that you need to keep in mind when planting your trees, is how to plant 

them for best results.  First of all, remember to remove all the grass and weeds that are within the area you will 

be planting the tree, also leave space around the tree, free from other plants, to install a mulch ring around the 

tree.  The mulch ring should be at least two to three feet out from the base of the tree.  Do not amend the soil 

that is in the tree hole.  Dig a hole that is 2-3 times wider than the root ball and loosen up the sides of the hole.  

Plant the tree so that root flare is at the soil surface.  Before planting the tree, remove as much of the burlap 

and wire basket as possible.  Be sure to also remove any tags, twine, or wire from the tree.  Make sure that the 

entire root ball is covered with soil to avoid drying out. 

 Staking a tree is not a mandatory practice, it should be avoided if at all possible.  If you do have to stake 

the tree due to high winds, make sure that the tree has plenty of movement.  Also be sure that the staking 

material is removed after the first year to avoid the tree being damaged by the staking materials. 


