
SINGLE WIRE CROSS FENCES 

               Cross fences are one of my favorite tools.  They are a major part of grazing management packages 
and are especially valuable in situations like drought or stockpiling. 

 

               I like cross fences.  They give us a method to control when and where our animals graze and, 
maybe more importantly, when and where they don’t graze. 

               But when I say cross fence, what do you visualize?  Maybe it’s your opinion that the only fence 
worth having is a 4-strand barbed wire fence.  Or maybe two or three electric smooth wires will do. 

               What about a single electric hot wire cross fence?  I use this type of cross fence most of the 
time.  For several reasons.  For starters, they’re cheap.  Sometimes it doesn’t cost a thing, except for 
electricity, if using the wire and posts and charger that are used around corn stalk fields during winter.  But 
even if you buy new wire and posts and leave them in place permanently, the cost is small. 

               Secondly, they’re easy to build and take down.  No scratches from barbed wire.  No multiple trips 
back and forth to put up each wire and stretch it tight enough.  No worry about crossing or tangling 
wires.  And most important of all, they work!  At least most of the time. 

               Single wire cross fences aren’t fool proof.  In tall grass, it might not be seen.  I add an electric tape 
sometimes for visibility.  A second wire might be needed for grounding when it’s dry.  Also, deciding the 
height can be tricky.  High enough for calves to walk under?  If lower, what happens when a calf gets 
pushed to the other side?  And on uneven ground, you might need extra posts or a second wire to avoid 
gaps. 

               Yes, cross fences are a great tool.  But sometimes deciding what type to build is the biggest 
challenge. 
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