
Second Cutting of Alfalfa by Mid-June 
 

If you cut alfalfa in early May, your second cutting soon may be ready to go. Should you take it now or 

wait? 

 

If you've read the Forage Minutes for very long you know I often recommend harvesting first cutting of 

alfalfa early. This year many of you followed this advice as plant growth was accelerated by the early warm 

weather. And I hope you got good results. 

 

Now second cutting might be ready. Since we still are fairly early in the year, the potential for high quality 

should be pretty good. So if you benefit greatly from high quality alfalfa, harvest should be on your mind. 

But before you decide to cut or to wait, plan ahead a little. First of all, plan how this hay will be used. If for 

dairy cows or as horse hay, cut as soon as your alfalfa is ready. 

 

Also, plan how long you hope to keep this stand. Repeated harvests when alfalfa is young will stress the 

plants, making them susceptible to insects, diseases, and winter injury or death. For long term stands, at least 

one of the year's remaining harvests need to wait until plants are blooming well, at least forty days after the 

previous cutting. You can wait now with this cutting or wait later this year. 

 

And plan pest control. If you have good soil moisture, this is a prime time for weeds to get started in your 

alfalfa. Also, insects like potato leafhoppers are showing up. So be ready to spray pesticides as soon as 

problems become apparent rather than waiting. 

 

Early first cuttings lead to potentially early second cuts and extra flexibility to time hay harvests the rest of 

the year. Use this opportunity to produce the kind of hay you need and want instead of allowing weather and 

the calendar determine your harvest schedule.  
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