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February 10, 2011 

Preparing for your spring garden  

Now that February has come, we can all start to think a little bit more about gardening outdoors in the nice warm 

spring weather.  Anything that helps us look toward warmer weather and away from these below freezing temperatures and 

all the snow and ice that continues to hit southeast Nebraska, is a welcomed experience.  It is at this time of year that we can 

begin to prepare for a summer full of beautiful blooms and delicious gardens. 

A good indoor activity to do in the month of February is to plan your gardens. This includes deciding where the 

garden will be located.  When locating your garden, make sure that it is in close proximity to a water supply and that it gets 

the proper amount of light for the vegetables or flowers you plan to grow in that location.  You also need to make sure that 

the soil in the future garden site has good organic matter, fertility, and a good level of pH so that the garden is not too acidic 

nor to basic.  If you are concerned about the condition of your soil, you can send a sample into the soil diagnostic clinic.  For 

information regarding soil samples, please visit your local extension office.   

Beyond the location of the garden, you need to decide what types of plants you are going to be planting in your 

garden.  For vegetable gardens, plant what you like to eat.  Look through your seed magazines to see if there are some fun 

varieties that you would like to try that have different coloration than what you are used to or grow larger fruits.  Along with 

the selection of different varieties than what you are used to, select varieties that are resistant to certain diseases.  The 

disease resistant varieties are great to have because you will still get a crop when the conditions are favorable for a disease 

to occur.  When selecting these seeds you need to make sure that you are selecting varieties that will survive in our climate.  

This is usually given to you as a hardiness zone indication, in southeast Nebraska we are in zone 5 for hardiness, further 

north in Nebraska is in zone 4, the dividing line between zones 4 & 5 in Nebraska is roughly Interstate 80.  If we get seed that 

says it is for a higher numbered zone than zone 5 it will not survive our cold winters.   

After you have decided what seeds you are going to order, you can start to draw a plan of where you are going to 

plant what in your garden.  You need to ensure that you are giving the plants the maximum allotted amount of space to grow.  

If you plant the plants too close together, you can have problems with diseases because they will not get adequate air 

movement through the plants causing it to stay wet, humid, and warm within the plants, which is the perfect environment for 

diseases to grow.        

I know that we are all getting excited for spring and would like to begin our seedlings indoors sometime soon, but it 

is still a little bit early for that.  Begin seedlings 10 weeks prior to transplanting for slow growing plants such as broccoli, 

lettuce, and cabbage.  Allow for 6-7 weeks of growth for new seedlings prior to transplanting for plants such as tomatoes, 

peppers, and eggplant.  And you only need to plant those fast growing species such as cucumbers, squash, and the melons 

2-3 weeks in advance of transplanting.  Remember, transplanting should occur no sooner than mother’s day which is May 8th 

this year.    

 


