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PLANTING SEASON SAFETY TIPS 

             

            Drivers in rural areas always need to be on the lookout for farm machinery. Remember it can unexpectedly 

turn onto public roads from a field or driveway.  Farm machinery typically travels at 25 mph or less, so be prepared 

to slow down in order to avoid a rear-end collisions.  Keep a safe distance. This gives better visibility to both car 

drivers and equipment operators.  Allow adequate time and distance for farm equipment to make wide turns.  Just 

because you see the equipment does not mean the equipment operator sees you.  Determine whether the road is wide 

enough for both your vehicle and the farm equipment.  Do not be afraid to turn into a driveway and let a large 

oncoming farm equipment unit pass by.  Check for roadside obstacles such as mailboxes, bridges or road signs that 

may cause the machinery to move to the center of the road or put you in danger when trying to pass in a hurry. 

            Farmers need to be aware of your transportation risks and make sure your farm vehicles are visible. Some 

tractors have flashing lights, extremity markings or slow-moving vehicle signs. Be careful of soft edges on the 

roadway when giving way for oncoming traffic. 

Stay alert at all times, particularly since long hours during harvest can impair your judgment. 

            Farmers can spend a lot of time hauling equipment and supplies, especially during planting and harvest 

season.  Taking the time to properly tie down cargo and prevent the loss of part or all of a load and any consequent 

injuries that may occur is a recommend safety measure.   

Having cell phones handy at all times can save time and energy and provide timely help in case of 

emergency.  Farmers should look at their phones as a safety feature, not an inconvenience.   

During planting season, use caution when lifting heavy items such as seed bags. My recent operation and strict 

orders from my surgeon make me very aware of unwise lifting issues.        Only allow riders in the tractor if there 

are room, a seat and safety restraints.  Never allow riders on tractors, farm wagons or inside the bed of a pickup 

truck. Never lean or step over a power takeoff while it is operating.  Do not wear loose-fitting clothing around PTO 

shafts or other moving parts. Keep long hair tied back or under a cap.  Shut down equipment, turn off the engine, 

remove keys and wait for moving parts to stop before dismounting equipment. 

            Last week we lost an agricultural worker when equipment they were operating came in contact with a 

powerline.  Sprayers and augers are long enough to come in contact with overhead lines when unfolding, setting 

them up. 

            Read herbicide, pesticide, fungicide and seed labels. Keep hands, face and exposed skin clean by following 

label precautions. Wear long sleeved shirts, jeans, pesticide resistant gloves, and goggles.  Store fuel properly - Keep 

it away from the shed to reduce the chance of fire and explosion. 

            Do not forget about eating and sleeping. Long hours in the field, and skipping meals and sleep can decrease 

your reaction time and awareness.  Watch out for children, family and support staff on or around equipment. If you 

cannot see and account for everyone, shut the equipment down and check. 

            For more information e-mail Paul C Hay at phay1@unl.edu, call 402-223-1384, or visit the News Column 

University of Nebraska Extension local Website: gage.unl.edu, Twitter:@Cloverhay 
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