
Mob Grazing Update Continued 
 

Mob grazing has been a challenge this year due to the wet weather and muddy pastures. 

 

I have come to one definite conclusion about mob grazing this year. Mob grazing and soft, wet pastures do 

not mix. At least not when the pasture will be exposed to cattle for more than one day. 

 

Spots in my pasture have been bare with no regrowth for more than a month. All the brome, bluegrass, 

alfalfa, clover, and other plants were completely stomped into the wet, soft soil and nothing has come back. 

Hopefully, new seedlings will start on their own this fall. 

 

Another challenge has been flies. My grazing land area is too small for me to move cattle very far from 

previously grazed areas. So flies, which seemed to prosper in the wet, muddy conditions, thrived and 

pestered both man and beasts in their area. 

 

So now I’ve reduced cattle moves to once every day or two.  I’ve got to admit, labor was another reason for 

reducing the number of moves. We needed to focus labor on some other issues so easing up on the pastures 

was an obvious choice. Also, cattle were starting to graze some of the lowest, wettest ground. It just made 

sense to avoid the serious mud challenges that occurred earlier. 

 

But I’m still going to mob graze, only I’ll be more selective on when and where it occurs. I’ll try it on some 

warm-season grass pasture on higher ground next week if it doesn’t rain and again on brome next year – but 

only when soils are dry and firm. 

 

In order to report results to you, I’ve done some grazing this year that my better judgement said shouldn’t be 

done. Now that I’ve confirmed that my judgement was correct and I’ve reported to you, let’s hope my 

changes make mob grazing a workable option. 
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