
Increase Pasture Profits Using Cross Fences 
 

Even though your cows no longer are grazing corn stalks, don't put away your electric fence for the summer 

just yet. Electric fence is the easiest and cheapest way to increase production from summer pastures. 

 

Dividing pastures with electric cross fences gives you more control of when and where your cattle graze. It 

helps you encourage cattle to graze pastures more uniformly and completely, including areas they normally 

avoid. And, it can help you improve the health and vigor of your grass by giving it time to recover and 

regrow after each grazing. As a result, your grass production and pasture carrying capacity will increase. 

 

I'm sure you've seen many ads promoting high-powered, high-tensile, imported electric fencing systems. In 

fact, I encourage using these systems in many situations - I use them myself sometimes. But, cross fences do 

not need to be permanent, nor do they need to be expensive. This is especially true if you already have 

electric fencing your animals respect. And using fencing you already have gives you an inexpensive 

opportunity to experiment with where you might eventually place a more permanent cross fence. 

 

The electric fence that keeps your cows on stalks during winter can give you this inexpensive opportunity to 

try some cross fencing where you have been reluctant to try it before. 

 

So, as the rapid spring growth of your pastures begin to slow down, use your winter electric fence to try 

some extra summer cross fencing of your pastures. More grass, better gains, and better profits might be the 

result. 
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