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March 5, 2013 

GETTING READY FOR SPRING GARDENING 

It is now March, and I know we are all getting very excited for spring and to get back outside in our yards and 

gardens.  There are now things we can start to do, inside and out, to prepare for the spring.  Lawns can soon be 

reseeded or overseeded, vegetables can be started from seed indoors, pruning can be done, and regular clean-up 

can begin. 

Pruning should be done on deciduous and fruit trees in the end of February to the beginning of March.  This should 

not be done as heavily as other years due to the drought conditions.  In March, we can begin pruning things back like 

our tall grasses and other perennials that we did not clean up last fall.  You can prune hydrangeas now, but be 

careful, because some hydrangeas bloom on old growth, and some bloom on new growth.  The newer varieties, such 

as endless summer, are best if they are pruned back to the ground in the early spring each year because they bloom 

on new growth.  However, the older varieties will not bloom if you prune them back early in the spring because all of 

the flower buds would be pruned off.  Butterfly bush can also be cut back this month.  It is best to wait until spring to 

cut butterfly bush back because they have hollow stems and can get water in the stems that can freeze and crack the 

crown of the plant. 

We can now begin to start our seeds indoors for transplants into our gardens later in the spring.  Remember, we 

want to wait until Mother’s Day to plant most of our vegetables outside, unless they are cool season crops.  You 

should start things like broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage, and head lettuce indoors about 10 weeks prior to 

transplanting outside.  Other plants such as tomatoes, peppers, and eggplants can be started indoors 6-7 weeks in 

advance of planting outdoors.  Vegetables such as watermelons, cantaloupe, cucumbers, zucchini, squash, and beans 

should be planted from seed directly into the garden.  Peas and other cool season vegetables can be planted in the 

middle to the end of March.  The saying is that you can plant your peas and potatoes on St. Patrick’s Day. 

Lawns are going to take a lot of extra special attention this year to recover from the drought stress they dealt with 

last year.  We will have a lot of lawns that need to be overseeded due to the damage from the drought.  Be sure that 

you are buying certified weed free seed.  The best grass choices for eastern Nebraska are either 100% tall fescue, 

90% tall fescue with 10% Kentucky bluegrass, 100% Kentucky bluegrass, or 100% buffalograss.  Mixes are alright to 

use in Nebraska, but you want to make sure it is a good mix.  If you purchase a mix, avoid any that contain annual 

bluegrass, ‘Linn’ perennial ryegrass, or ‘Kenblue’ Kentucky bluegrass.  Perennial ryegrass or annual ryegrass are 

usually only put into mixes for quick cover purposes.  The ryegrass will germinate faster than our tall fescue or 

Kentucky bluegrass, but in our environment, it tends to die out quickly through the year when the fescue or 

bluegrass begins to take over the lawn.  The best time to seed your lawn is from the end of March to the middle of 

April.  After you have mowed one time on the new seed, you can then put your crabgrass pre-emergent herbicide 

down to control crabgrass for the year. 

If you have any further questions please contact Nicole 


