
Flag Presentation Corrected 
 

I was in a group the other day which did a flag presentation. It was during discussion 

afterward that it was pointed out that the presentation was a bit awry on flag etiquette 

rules. So I rolled up my short sleeves, found the correct spelling of etiquette in the 

computer dictionary after several tries, and have up-dated myself on flag presentation 

responsibilities. Just in time because there is a nice flag presentation box prepared by 

some 4-H members available for check-out to 4- H Clubs or others. 

  My cousin was close enough to the blast in New York that he had to walk through 3 inch dust, and it 

took him over six hours to get home to Connecticut. September 11 has made us all more aware of the need 

for a more correct and formal attitude toward our flag and our heritage. It is a good thing. 

 When displaying the U.S. flag with another flag, the other flag should be on the U.S. flag's right, as 

the general public would normally face or approach the room or flag poles. Check which lapel your flag pin 

is displayed on. When the U.S. flag is displayed from a staff projecting horizontally or at an angle from the 

window sill, balcony, or front of the building, the union, or blue field, is placed at the peak of the staff unless 

the flag has been ordered to half staff for a special occasion. 

 When a flag is not flown from a staff it should be displayed vertically, whether indoors or our, and 

suspended so its folds fall free as though it were staffed. The stripes may be displayed horizontally or 

vertically against the wall, but the union should be uppermost to the flag's right, or the observer's left. 

 The flag should be displayed in the open only from sunrise the sunset. The flag can be displayed 24-

hours a day if properly lighted during dark hours. Proper lighting is specifically placed to light the flag so it 

is easily recognizable to the casual observer. 

 The flag would only be placed union down as a signal of dire emergency. I once stopped at a 

business to see if there was a emergency. They gave me a cup of coffee, which I thought was a good symbol 

of a peaceful situation. Flags should be kept in good repair and old flags properly disposed of in a quiet and 

dignified manner, preferably by burning. 
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