
   FESTULOLIUM 

               This new festulolium grass sure is good, isn’t it.  What’s that you say – you’ve never heard of 
it?  Well then, let me tell you all about this new, man-made hybrid. 

 

               Festulolium.  That’s quite a mouthful, isn’t it?  Festulolium.  If you haven’t heard of it, don’t feel 
bad.  It’s a relatively new grass developed by grass breeders by crossing either meadow fescue or tall 
fescue with either perennial ryegrass or Italian ryegrass. 

               Ryegrasses may be the most nutritious grasses around, permitting milk production and weight 
gains almost as high as corn grain.  But they don’t last, dying either from our cold winters or hot, dry 
summers. 

               Crossing ryegrasses with meadow or tall fescue adds drought and stress tolerance plus 
winterhardiness from the fescues, creating a high quality, persistent grass that is well-suited to being 
grazed heavily.  And it has yielded just as much as any other cool-season grass in Nebraska tests. 

               Choosing the best variety for our area, however, can be a little confusing.  There are many possible 
combinations in making this hybrid, so it’s important to make sure you select a variety with the best 
parents.  Most importantly, pick a variety that has perennial ryegrass as one parent to get extra 
longevity.  And if you plan to use it in rotationally grazed pastures, meadow fescue makes the better 
second parent because it tends to tiller and regrow better all summer. 

               Festulolium probably works better in mixtures with tall fescue, meadow fescue, meadow brome, 
and orchardgrass along with legumes like clovers and trefoil than all by itself. 

               Festulolium.  It’s a mouthful of a new grass that might belong in your pastures. 
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