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Fall invading insects  

With fall coming right around the corner we are looking to see many insects beginning to invade our 

homes.  Many of these insects will not cause much real damage to our homes, they will just be a nuisance to our 

way of life.  Don’t worry about these pests too much because there are ways to keep them out of the house in the 

first place, and there are methods of getting rid of them if they do become too much of a problem for you to deal 

with. 

Most people will see the same insect pests in their homes each year.  The majority of household pests 

that we tend to see most often in the fall invading our homes for warmth and food are boxelder bugs, ants, Asian 

multicolored ladybeetles, and spiders.  None of these really warrant any control by a pesticide, they are fairly easy 

to control and do not do any real damage to your homes or to you. 

Boxelder bugs, or Democrats as some people call them, are a common nuisance pest to enter homes in 

the fall and they are often seen leaving the home in the spring.  These are the insects that are black with a 

reddish-orange X on their backs.  They are a type of a true bug that is found feeding on many trees but they prefer 

boxelders, ash, and maples.  Boxelder bugs will not cause any damage to your homes and they do not bite.  The 

only problem with these insects being in your homes is that they can come in swarms.  The best control for these 

are to keep them out of the house in the first place.  This can be done by filling in any holes or cracks in your 

foundation or home and sealing up the windows and doors so they cannot get in to your house in the first place.  If 

they do find their way into your home, the best control for them is to vacuum them up and release them outside.  

Ants can be a nuisance in your home any time of the year, not just in the fall, but are more commonly a 

problem during the fall and spring.  There are many types of ants that invade homes, most commonly we find the 

little black ant or the odorous house ant.  These two ants are not much of a problem, except that they are found 

often in the kitchen, where we prepare food, and that is not sanitary to have ants around food preparation areas.  

The good thing with these ants is that they are easily controlled with a bait insecticide.  These are commonly sold 

as a bait station.   The liquid baits are better because the ants seem to like the liquid formulation more and they 

have more of an effect on the ants.  Spraying the ants as you see them works as a cover-up for the problem.  If 

you spray for ants, you only kill the ants on contact, you will kill the entire nest if you use a bait because they will 

take it back to their nest with them to kill the entire nest. 

From time to time people will find carpenter ants which are much larger ants and can be red or black.  If 

you have carpenter ants, you need to find where your pipes are leaking or where rain has leaked into your home 

because carpenter ants feed on decaying wood which would only be present in your home if you have a water 
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source that got onto your wood frame of your house.  If you have carpenter ants, you may need a pest control 

operator because they are hard to kill with baits because they usually do not like the baits.   

Asian multicolored ladybeetles are a nuisance pest as well, that we often see in the fall.  These are those ladybugs 

that come into your home in the fall, in swarms.  They fly around and hide out all over your house.  These ladybugs 

can bite and it does cause pain, but they don’t cause any medical issues.  The biggest problem with these 

ladybeetles is that they get in the house and are everywhere.  They are just trying to find a place to hide out for the 

winter.  The best control for Asian multicolored ladybeetles, would be the same as with the boxelder bugs, use a 

vacuum to get them out of the house. 

 

 

 

 


