
Don't Let the Blessing of Rain Become a Curse 
 

Did you get some needed rain recently?  If so, and you've been dry this year, you're probably quite relieved.  

But will your rain be a blessing.  Or could it also become a curse. 

 

What is your response to a two-inch rain that brings needed drought relief?  Jump for joy?  Stand outside 

and enjoy raindrops beating on your face?  Or maybe just take a coffee break and say a word of thanks?  

Whatever your reaction, think about how it is affecting your forages.  Especially consider the extra dangers 

the rain may cause. 

 

For example, what will living corn, millet, and sorghum-sudan plants do with suddenly available soil 

moisture?  That's easy - their roots will take in as much as they can into the thirsty plants.  But water isn't the 

only thing that will enter the plants.  Lots of nitrates also are likely to be absorbed, causing a large spike in 

nitrate concentration soon after a rain.  So be smart, don't cut hay or silage until plants have a week to ten 

days to metabolize these extra nitrates. 

 

The spike in nitrates may not be a serious problem when grazing, but not long after the rain you might get 

new shoots and tillers on sudans and sorghums.  These new young plant parts could be dangerous because 

they have the highest potential for prussic acid poisoning.  So watch the grazing more closely starting about 

a week following the rain. 

 

Similar problems can occur if grazing dried up alfalfa.  New growth will increase the bloat hazard in a week 

or two, so keep alert. 

 

When it finally comes, rain will be most welcome.  But let's remember that even good things can turn bad if 

we aren't careful. 
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