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August 6, 2013 

Bindweed and Bagworms 

We all love to garden.  But when problems arise in our lawns and gardens, we all get frustrated, especially when 

those are problems that we have to deal with every year.  Bindweed and Bagworms are two problems we face every year.   

 Bindweed is that pesky weed that we can find in our lawns, flower gardens, and vegetable gardens.  It has arrow-

shaped leaves and white tubular-shaped, petunia-like flowers.  Some species of bindweed have pink colored flowers.  

Bindweed spreads over a large area because it grows on long runners and is able to root in many locations.  One of the 

biggest issues we face with bindweed is that it grows up and over our perennial flowers that we enjoy.  It will then cause our 

favored plants to look terrible as it binds up the leaves and flowers and once it creeps up and over our plants, it is harder to 

control as the chemicals are not selective to the bindweed versus our perennials. 

 If bindweed is found in your lawn, the best control would be to use a product containing 2,4-D, Dicamba, or a 

combination of these products, which includes trimec.  Don’t use any products containing 2,4-D in June, July, or August as it 

is too hot and these chemicals can volatilize and move to non-target species.  The best time to treat bindweed would be in 

the fall when it starts to cool down for the year.  If bindweed is found in your landscape on or around your perennials and 

shrubs, you will have to take different steps to control it so that you do not kill your desired plants.  The best control of 

bindweed in a landscape setting is to take and mix glyphosate and 2,4-D.  Then put on a rubber glove and over that put on a 

cloth glove.  Finally, dip your gloved hand into the chemical mixture and rub your hand along the runner of the bindweed, 

being careful to not pull it out of the ground so that you kill the whole plant.  Be careful to not get this mixture on your desired 

plants because these chemicals can kill any broadleaf plant.  Pulling bindweed is not a good practice because it would be a 

lot of work with no guarantee that you got the whole plant.  Tilling the area where the bindweed is found can just make the 

problem worse.  Once you think you finally have gotten rid of bindweed, watch out, it may come back, the seed is viable for 

40+ years. 

 Bagworms are another pest that we are seeing in our landscapes right now.  It is late in the year to be having so 

many problems with bagworms, but this year has been behind for the insect world as we saw snow in May.  We are starting 

to see small bags appearing on our trees.  Bagworms are small bags that hang on our trees with the caterpillar of a clear-

winged moth inside the bags.  They are found mostly on cedars and spruces but they can be found on most any type of tree.   

If you find bagworms on your trees you can pull them off and throw them into a bucket of soapy water, if there aren’t too 

many and if you can reach them all.  We can still get away with spraying bagworms for the year, until they get much larger 

than ½ inch in length.  The best chemicals to use for bagworms include Sevin, Eight, Bifenthrin, or a product containing Bt 

which will not harm the bee population. 

 

 


