
Are You Willing to Share Your Home? 
 

 Mus musculus is on the way to visit you. With a scientific name like that is it at all strange that Mighty Mouse 

became a household name.   If the name isn't enough here are a few more facts about the house mouse. 

➔ ➔ ➔ can sense movement from 45 feet, but can only see clearly for one or two feet. 

➔ ➔ ➔ They can hear sounds below 45KHz. 

➔ ➔ ➔ They can detect smells at the 250 parts per billion level. 

➔ ➔ ➔ Mice maintain contact with the wall with their whiskers to guide them on night raids. 

➔ ➔ ➔ They can climb rough vertical walls and balance on wire, cable or rope. 

➔ ➔ ➔ They have a 12 inch vertical jump and can race across the floor at 4 to 6 miles per hour and leap 3 foot 

gaps with ease. 

➔ ➔ ➔ Mice can survive 9 foot falls and squeeze through one-quarter inch openings. 

➔ ➔ ➔ And they do all this without one sip of water. They get the water they need from the food they eat. In other 

words they are well equipped to live with man and have made a habit of it for eons. 

 The most common way we find evidence of mice is by the droppings. The house mouse leaves behind 50-75 

dropping pellets per day. Just waiting there to freak you out when you open the seldom used drawer or move the 

furniture to clean. House mice are small rodents that weigh from one-half ounce to one ounce. The prefer to eat seeds, 

but will gnaw on almost anything as most of us have experienced. 

 In order to gain the upper hand on mice you must pay attention to three factors: cleaning, mouse resistant 

construction and reducing the population ( genocide). Clean up and seal up food sources and reduce hiding places. The 

debris piles in my office are inviting and need to be eliminated. Keep furniture and boxes stored off the floor and away 

from the wall eliminating comfortable and safe places for mice to hide and move to food sources. Don't forget to apply 

the same cleaning outside the home and business so the mice aren't real safe and secure approaching the home. 

 Close gaps around pipes and cracks with steel wool, caulk or mortar. Make sure doors windows and screens 

fit tightly. Remove food sources around the foundation and in the garage which invite mice. Keep doors to the house, 

garage, and basement closed when not in use. 

 War is the way to deal with mice. Make a list of all the ways you can deter, kill, abolish, attack, maim or 

otherwise rid your home or office of mice and get enough ammo to finish the war. As an example, one mouse trap is 

like going to war with Barney Fife, one bullet. Buy 20 mouse traps, bait them with a dab of peanut butter (my mice 

like crunchy) and set them all. Use double sets with the triggers pointed to the wall. Check the traps daily. You have 

about a week before the survivors get wary. Then put away the mouse traps and get out the glue boards placed along 

the wall. Place bait stations outside or in the garage under boxes along the wall to keep the bait fresh and make the 

mice feel safe while they nibble their way to an early grave. Use of poisons in the home is discouraged. If you have 

ever smelled a dead mouse you will know why. Research has proven that electronic devices  are only good to pad the 

pocket of the seller. 
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