
Agricultural Careers Have Bright Future 
 

 Dr. Ronnie Green, Harlan Vice Chancellor for the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources expresses his 

excitement about agriculture’s future, innovation park and Nebraska’s place in meeting the potential needs of agricul-

ture with food related research. The purpose of Nebraska Innovation Campus is to develop a premier private/public-

sector sustainable research campus, which capitalizes on research growth and expertise of University of Nebraska - 

Lincoln faculty. Agricultural research will be a key focus on this campus. 

 The world’s population reached one billion in 1804, two billion in 1927, three billion in 1960, four billion in 

1974, five billion in 1987, and six billion in 1999. It is projected to reach seven billion by late 2011, and around eight 

billion by 2025. By 2045-2050, the world's population is currently projected to reach around nine billion. In a short 

period of time the world will need to increase the world food supply by 70%. The need to increase our technology ad-

vances in agriculture to increase food reserves is key. No longer can we leave agriculture knowledge on the shelf at 

universities. There is a need to develop interdisciplinary links between numerous university disciplines and the agri-

cultural industry. 

 A college degree in agriculture and related science studies is becoming more important. The enrollment at the 

College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources (CASNR) is up and has experienced more than 40% growth 

in the last five years. Nutrition Sciences, Agronomy, Agribusiness, Animal Sciences, Community Development and 

Education Fields and Rural Health Fields, to name a few, need more youth with four-year degrees. All of this while 

less than 2% will be involved in farm production. 

  Employment of agricultural and food scientists is expected to grow by 16 percent by 2018, faster than 

the average for all occupations. Job growth will stem primarily from efforts to increase the quantity and quality of 

food produced for a growing population. Additionally, an increasing awareness about the health effects of certain 

types of foods and the effects of food production on the environment, will give rise to research into the best methods 

of food production. 

 Emerging bio technologies will continue to play a large role in agricultural research, and applying these ad-

vances will provide many employment opportunities for scientists. Plant breeding work and the detailed use of ge-

nomics is creating agricultural products with higher yields, better quality and resistance to pests and pathogens. New 

developments will also be used to improve the nutritional quality and safety of prepared food products bought by con-

sumers. 

 Food research will continue to address heightened public awareness of diet, health, food safety, and biosecuri-

ty, preventing the introduction of infectious agents into herds of animals. Advances in synthetic biology and nanotech-

nology will change the way we purchase and prepare foods in the future. Food has never been safer than it is today 

and we are just a new dawn of the utilization of technology to set new standards of safety. 

 Agriculture has huge challenges ahead and a very bright employment future for talented young people. Look 

into the opportunities for a new or renewed career at http://casnr.unl.edu/ 
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