
Acreage Owner Must Plan Utopia 
 

 A common dream for many people in the United States is to own a place of their own in the country. There is 

no question that it is a pleasure to have a place away from the hassles of work and worry. A place where you can lay 

in the yard and stare at the stars with looking into the neighbors eyes instead. 

 What comes as a surprise to new acreage owners is the responsibility for planning and success on their 

acreage takes time(5-10 years to develop), interest in learning about many new things (like wells, septic tanks, lagoon, 

mud roads, and varmints), and that two horses on ten acres still requires purchase of half the feed. 

 This column is not meant to discourage people, it is meant to create an awareness of the need for careful 

planning and prudent investment in the development of acreages. 

 I have worked with numerous clients in solving specific problems on their acreage and helping them plan 

what they want the acreage to be. 

 The first key to having a successful acreage that you truly enjoy is careful planning. Take your time and think 

hard about what it is you and your family enjoy. I answered a question the other day for an acreage owner who after 

ten years was tired of mowing the four acre lawn. They had developed all the acreage into lawn because they thought 

that is what they were supposed to do. 

 There are many alternatives like truck gardening, small livestock units, wildlife areas, leased land for farming, 

tree plantation, or a baseball field. I have worked with several acreage owners who have developed or are developing 

wildlife areas. These can include a mowed walking path so you can enjoy the diversity of nature that can be on even a 

small track of land. 

 One woman a number of years ago had a rather random plan. Her goal was to identify, make a space for and 

grow plants which showed up as seedlings on her property. At the time I visited, the path we followed around her 

acreage had serviceberry, raspberry, apple, pear, peach, asparagus, currants, wahoo tree, walnuts, 4 kinds of oaks, 3 

kinds of maples, hackberry, and thirty other species of shrubs and trees. 

 A windbreak is a must for every acreage in my opinion. A well planned windbreak will have a significant 

effect in reducing winter heating costs and making the yard useful in the winter. Sometimes people think a few pines 

trees are all that is needed. They will usually realize their error after 15 years of waiting and wasting time on a poor 

plan. The county Natural Resources Conservation Service office will help in the proper design of a well placed and 

fully functional windbreak.  If only one row is used cedar is a must, however, well designed windbreaks should have 

50 to 100 trees and shrubs in 3-4 rows. 

 I was on an acreage the other day that had a landscape developed by a landscaper for the owner.  Over 

$15,000 was invested and it was just dawning on the owner the time, water, and effort which was going to be required 

to keep these planting's going this first year. The point I want to make is to take your time and fit your plan to the 

dollars you can afford to invest. I would be happy to assist any acreage owner in answering questions or offering help 

in their plan. 
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