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Kathleen Cue Honored With Innovative Extension Managerial/Professional Award 

Omaha, NE - (November 20, 2015) Nebraska Extension in Douglas-Sarpy Counties office staff member, Kathleen 
Cue, Extension Associate for Environment & Natural Resources, was awarded with the Innovative Extension 
Managerial/Professional Award at the Joint NCEA & Extension Fall Conference last week. The award recognizes 
imaginative and sustained leadership by an Extension Managerial-Professional in carrying out Extension 
programs, and demonstrated cooperation with other Extension faculty. Her colleague and team leader, John 
Fech, Extension Educator for Environment & Natural Resources, wrote the nomination letter in support of her 
recognition. 

Kathleen Cue supervises, trains, motivates, and evaluates a volunteer pool of 240 Douglas-Sarpy County Master 
Gardeners.  As a team of highly trained experts, this group educates Nebraskans in the issue areas of sustainable 
horticulture and local foods production.  Kathleen and the Master Gardeners utilize a variety of teaching 
methods including Ask the Master Gardener consultation tables, an environmental blog, e-Extension, the 
Horticulture Helpline phone consultation, as well as formal and informal presentations, web chats, youth 
classroom instruction and over a dozen demonstration gardens on display throughout Douglas and Sarpy 
counties. 

 Each demonstration garden has a unique and specific purpose for outreach.  Two are designed for horticulture 
therapy with county hospital residents and hospice patients and several demonstrate landscape sustainability, 
pollinator awareness and local food production.  In one sterling example, the merits of community pride and 
providing food for the underserved have been realized in the HOPE (Helping Omaha People Eat) garden located 
at the Faithful Shepherd Presbyterian Church in Omaha.  Over the past six years under Kathleen's leadership, the 
Master Gardener volunteers have produced an average of 6,000 pounds of nutritious produce for the Heartland 
Hope Mission. In 2015, year-end total pounds of donated produce weighed in at an impressive 10,615 lbs.    
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Through these efforts there is a raised community awareness and cooperation. 

Under Kathleen's leadership, the Master Gardeners are very productive.  Despite competition from the Internet 
and other sources, they have interacted with tens of thousands of clients by phone calls, face-to-face 
interactions and educational programs. Over the past 6 years, a steady growth has been realized from 10,941 
teaching contacts to nearly 15,000 last year. As a group, they served 14,756 hours in 2014, a donation valued at 
$283,390 to the state of Nebraska.  

 In addition to her Master Gardener leadership, Kathleen is an expert plant diagnostician and ISA Certified 
Arborist.  She is an excellent communicator and utilizes her skills to transfer UNL research to create public value 
in the lives of Nebraskans. 

 

Left to right: Chuck Hibberd - Nebraska Extension Dean and Director, Kathleen Cue, Allan Vyhnalek - Nebraska 
Extension Educator and 2015 Nebraska Cooperative Extension Association President 
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Extension is a Division of the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources at the University 
of Nebraska—Lincoln cooperating with the Counties and the United States Department of 
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