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     For the past week, I have received calls from individuals who were 
given a potted amaryllis as a Christmas gift.   They were asking me if 
they should keep the plant, and, if so, how to care for it, or if they 
should trash it.  I understand their concern.   What was once a beautiful 
show-stopping, flowering plant is now hovering on being ugly.  The 
beautiful, large flowers are fading or have already faded.  Before it hits 
the trash, allow me to share a way of turning this year’s beautiful 
blooming amaryllis into an annual event.  With the right techniques, 
one can enjoy many more years of delightful blooms.  

 
     First, one must realize that 
the amaryllis is a plant that 
grows from a bulb.    The fact 
is, few bulb plants are easier to 
grow than amaryllis.   Consider 
the following simple steps to 
have your amaryllis re-bloom 
year after year.   
 
     After the amaryllis has 
bloomed and the flowers have 

faded, trim the flower stalk to within a couple inches of the bulb. 
Continue to water the pot ― keeping the soil slightly moist.   Set the 
plant in a bright but indirect light and in cooler temperatures.  Sixty 
degrees F. is the ideal temperature.  Continue to care for the plant in 
this manner throughout the winter months.   
  
     When spring arrives, move the plant to a sunnier location (southern 
exposure if possible) and begin fertilizing with an all-around 10-10-10 
liquid fertilizer.  The goal is to stimulate the growth of new leaves.  
Water sparingly until one sees approximately two inches of new leaves. 



From that point on, water regularly keeping the soil moist but not 
soggy.  As the plant grows, turn the pot intermittently to encourage the 
plant to grow straight.  
 
     Upon the arrival of summer and particularly after the threat of frost 
is gone, move the plant outside to a partly-shaded location.  Attempt to 
avoid direct sunlight.  Especially during hot spells, one may need to 
water the plant on a daily basis; otherwise, as stated before, keep the 
soil moist but not soggy.  Maintain this pattern of maintenance for the 
balance of the summer.   
 
     When fall arrives, the goal is to cause the plant to go dormant.  Start 
by withholding water― a procedure that stimulates dormancy.  Carry 
the plant indoors before frost arrives.  Once indoors, allow the soil and 
any foliage to thoroughly dry.  At that point, remove the bulb from the 
pot, shake off the excess soil and store it for about eight weeks in a 
cool, dark place.  
 
     Repotting of the bulb should occur near the end of November.  
Amaryllis bulbs do best when planted in tight quarters.  A six-inch 
flower pot is generally a good-sized pot to use or one that is just slightly 
larger than the bulb itself.  Use only good potting soil.  Avoid using 
garden soil.  Garden soil can often contain pathogens, insect pests and 
usually has poor drainage.  Firm the potting soil around the bulb leaving 
approximately one-third of the bulb above the soil line.  Water the pot 
regularly and provide bright, indirect light.   New growth should quickly 
emerge, and with good fortune, blooms should appear in five to eight 
weeks after planting.  
 
     As I began, these flowers will fade.  To cause the plant to re-bloom, 
simply repeat the maintenance steps outlined in this column.  Don’t 
trash your amaryllis― enjoy the beauty of a blooming amaryllis year 
after year.   


