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toF Uttingl< mbcgestate More than b00 participate in juvenile diversion program
workforthe
NU Cooperative Extension's Juvenie  Wasinappropriate andnot tobe repeated.
Diversion programhelps strengthen the Program content typically focuseson
, Frqm ruralfields to urban strgets, life skills of young offenders, andincrease  charactereducation, youthleadership,
University of Neboraska Cooperative the likelihood they will not reappearin mentoring, and tobacco, alcoholand drug
Extensionisinvolvedinthe dally lives ocourt. prevention. Communications skills are
andfutures of Nebraskans. Morethan 500Nebraskayouthhave ~ emphasized, indluding parent-child
Working statewide, NU Cooperative | participatedin Cooperative Extension's communication. Suchissuesas conflict
Extensionofferseducationalprograms | Juvenile Diversion programin the last resolution also are discussed.
toaidNebraskansinmakingdecisions = sevenyearsasanatemativetothe Theprogramhassavedmorethan
and choices that affect theirives and conventional court system. $202,000inGage and York counties, just
theircommunities. Theprograminvolvesyouthanda two of the countiesinwhich the program
Extensionprograms provide parent or guardianin an educational isconducted. One study indicates thatt
practical educationinfive priority areas | Programfocusingonhelping the youth participantsinthese programs are 30
that address critical economic, social understandwhy the crime committed percent less likely tobe repeat offenders.
and environmentalissues Nebraskans
face — agricuttural profitability and
sustainability; children, youthand
families; food safety, heatthand
wellness; community and leadership
development; and water quality and
environment.
Part of —and partnerswith—
Nebraskacommunities, NU Cooperative
Extension puts knowledge towork
developing and delivering educational
programs for rural and urban individu-
als, families, businesses and communk-
ties. Here’s asampling of the diverseand
valuable ways NU Cooperative Extension
programsbenefit the state.
Toleammore about NU Coopera-
tive Extensionandwhat it offers you, we
invite you to visit extension’s Website at N
http://extension.unl.edu. Or cal or stop e ‘l- ;
byyournearestNUCooperativeExtent | i—— - —_— :
sionoffice. Beatrice Polce ChiefBruce Langworkswith Gage County Extension EcicatorandPogram
DirectorDianne Swarisononthe Cogperative Extension venie DiversonprogrianinGage
LhiversityofNebraskaCogperative Extension committedwesirgoprgoriateandnot tobergoeated




Panhandie grows that
green, green grass of home

ThatKerde<yBIuegrassorfeewe
carefully seeded forhomelawns represents
anewaltemative crop forNebraska’s
Panhande.

University of Nebraskaresearchand
Cooperative Extensionefforts are helping
fammersestablishagrass seedindustry.
Forage and turf grass seed production
offers Panhande producersanewcrop
andmarketing optiontohelp them
diversify their operations. Recently
University of Nebraska facuity honed
management procedures forproducing
excellent yields of high quality turf and
forage grass seed underirrigation. NU
Cooperative Extensonworkswithgrowers
and provides educational sessions to
deliver these research findings tointer-
estedproducers.

Grass seed production has jumpedin
thepastfewyearsand 1,500 acresof seed
wereharvestedin 1999.It'sestimated turf
grass seed productionnow contributes at
least $1 milion annually to the region’s
eoonomy.

food for thought

Nu Cooperative Extension nutrition
programs reachabroad spectrumof
Nebraskaresidents, fromrefugee families
inLincoln to longtime Nebraskans inrural
aexs.

Extension helps low-resource audi-
encesimprove how they budget, shopand
what they eat, whichboosts their seff-
sufficency.

Inthe fiscal yearending Sept. 30,
1999, over 30,000indviduals and over
6,300 youth participatedinthese pro-
gans.

Oneleamer credited her participation
inextension nutrition programsanda
family management dass with helping her
handle single parenthood and a ful-time
jobthatledherto self-sufficiency.

Meaty home study course provides latest beef information

Nebraskais second nationally in
cattle and calf production.

Beef CowBasics,anNU Cooperative
Extensionhome study course, lets cattie
producers leam the latest beef nutrition,
health care, marketing and food safety
information at home on theirown sched-
ules.

Theprogram, first offeredin 1993, has
beensosuccessfulthat severd otherstates
have pattemed theirbeefandsheep

OgauasofNJCoqoaau\/eExtemonsBeefCoN
Bascshomestudycoursesstimate thecoursesaves
procucersaoout$15perhead

programs afterit.

Inasurvey of 165 participants, more
than 90 percent of respondents said they’d
makemenagementchangesbecauseofthe
QoUrse.

“Pveseenalot of changesinthe
ranching business and I believe that
keeping abreast of the new technologies,
aswel asbeingrefreshedinthe basics, is
justasimportantin the ranchingbusiness
asitisinany other occupation,” a third-

Another participant reported
cutting calf sicknessin half by
changing his operation’s feeding
andhealth programbasedon
courseinformation.

More than4,500homestudy
course packets have beendistrib-
uted to producers frommore than
40 states, Bosnia, Mexicoand
Brazil. Organizers estimate this
coursesavesproducersabout $15
perhead. That’saproduction
savings for all participants of more
than $6 milion, basedonthe
number of cattleinvolved.

Gharacter Gounts! helps children sort right from wrong

Recent studesshowcharacter
development s critical to fostering
children’s overall sense of welHoeing. An
NU Cooperative Extension program helps
children sort right fromwrong and
encourages themtouse universally
amptedvdlmtostrengtkenther

CharacterCants’teadlesvabes
through education, hands-onexperience,
andacommonlanguage. More than 80
percent of the teachersand facilitators
whouse the programreportanoveral
positive experiencein the chidrenthey
teach. Behavior changesinclude children
being more helpful to others, more

truthfuland less likely to blame others.

The program also influences adutts —
75 percent of teachers and faciitators
responding toasurvey said they changed
theirownbehavioras aresult of the
training.

Character Counts!beganinNebraska
iN 1996, andinthefirst fouryears 1,900
Nebraskayouthand aduitswere traned to
teach CharacterCountsland 31,000
chidrenreceived 15 hours of Character
Counts!educational programmingin their
classrooms. The cumiculumreached
another 128,000 chidren throughone-
timeexposure at day camps, theNebraska
State Fairand civicgroups.




Program offers new ways to build family friendly communities

NU Cooperative Extensionis alone, more than 25 Native American
offeringnewwaystoreachNative Ameri-  teenshave performed scenes about social
canpeopleinnortheast Nebraska, thanks  issues affecting youthand famiies
to aBuilding Family Friendly Communi- throughout the state and nationally. Of the
tiesprogram. teenssurveyedwhoparticipatedinthese

Activitiesindlude a teenimprovisa- activities, more thanhalf now see them-
tional theater troupe, aparklandscape selves as apositive role model, compared
improvement project, computerlabaccess  toless than one-fourthpriortothe
and computer training, teenpeermedia- activities.
tion program, environmental school More than half now have personal
projects, and leadership programs for goals and nearly half have foundways to
youthandaduits. save time and energy by planning ahead.

In the improvisational theater troupe
Training helps processors meet federal mandate

Meatprooessors
aregetting hepfrom
NU Cooperative
Extensontoassurethe
Quiality and safety of
meat and poultry
products.

Asthenation’s
leaderincommercial
slaughter, Nebraska's
reputationandeco-
nomicwelHoeing are
closely tied toquality
meatproducts.

NU Cooperative : -
Extensionworkswith - Ny Gooperative ExtersionMeatt Spedast DenrisBursonand
thestate'spoultyand R Safery SpeciistMindy Brashearsworkwiththestate's
Meatindustrieson oy jry andmeattinclstriestoincorporateHezard Analysisand
?g&gga%a;fwer;g}e Critical Control Points (HACCP) training into existing programs
Nebraskalsmeat tohepprooEssasmestriafedaasErtiacs
products. During 1999,
extensonandtheseindustriesteamedto  inthe United Statesand PuertoRico.
incorporate Hazard Analysis and Critical Using the video savedeachfrmasmuch
Control Points (HACCP) training into as$1,000ntraining fees.
existing programs tohelpmany of During the past eight years, extension
Nebraska'ssmallestprocessorsmestthe specidlists presentedworkshops tomore
federalmandatte foradopting thenew than 612 smal-tomedium sizedNebraska
standardk. andKansas firms, and consuttedwith

NU food safety specalistsdevelopeda  morethan 170 companiestohelpthem
multHingual training video, whichwas comply with the new federal regulations.

distriouted to more than 3,500 companies

okills training helps
people get on with life

For people transitioning from
welfare towork, economic self-sufficiency
takesmore thangettingajob.

In 1999, NU Cooperative Extension
collaborated with the Nebraska Depart-
ment of HealthandHurman Services to
develop aneducational programthat
teacheslife skils torecipients as they
beginworking. A single motherfrom
Lincoln County credits the Building
NebraskaFamiies programwith helping
herleam tobudget, make moreinformed
spending choices andimprove her
attitude towardwork. Sheplanstoeama
degreeandgetahigherpayingjobto
secure abetterfuture forherson.

oaving water saves money

Solash, anNU Cooperative Exten-
sonwater management programcoupled
withstate and federal entities, helped 165
Central Platte Valley imgators reduce their
wateruse by about 44.6 milion gallons
eachyear. That’satotal of 7.4 bilion
gallons over the five-yearlife of the project
—enoughwaterinthelast five years tofil
atrainof tankercars 2,675 mieslong.

Theprogramtaught famershowto
cutwaterwaste, uselesspowerand
prevent fertiizer fromleachinginto the
groundwater. Since 1994, these producers
applied these principles tomore than
60,000 acres. Theysavedaboout $9.40per
acre, foratota of $575,000.Morethan 1
million pounds of nitrogen, worth about
$148,000,waskept fromleachingintothe
groundwater.

Managing Imgation Systems for
Today and Tomorrow; a folow-up
program, beganin 1999 to target chroni-
cally highgroundwater nitrate areasin the
region.



Diagnostic clinics help
ag producers keep up

Agn'curtural productionis becoming
more sophisticated, with new technologies
tomasterandincreasingly more complex
weed, disease and pest control decisions.
NU Cooperative Extension diagnostic
clinics help farmers, crop consultants and
otheragbusiness professionals stay aboreast
of changes.

NU Cooperative Extension recently
teamedwiththree other statestooffera
sugar beet cropmanagementworkshopin
value of knowledge gained at this sessionat
$45 peracre, orabout $7 milionbasedon
the 200,000 acresrepresentedby the
participants.

IneastemNebraska, nearty 380
agribusiness professionals participatedin
the 1999 summer field diagnostic clinics.
Participants estimated the clinics’ value at
$11 peracre, ormore than $43 milion
total on the 4 milion acres they manage.
That represents nearly aquarterof
Nebraska'scropacres.

Jobs well done

Creatjngjobs iskey togrowing and
sustaining Nebraska’s small communities.

AnNU Cooperative Extension
program helps rural and smal-town
residents start orexpand smallbusinesses.
The Nebraska EDGE (Enhancing, Develop-
ing and Growing Entrepreneurs) training
includes anine-week feasibility study, 10-
week agricutturaland 12-week business
plan development courses.

Sincetheprogrambeganin 1993,
EDGE participants have createdmore than

500 fulHime jobsinsmall towns around
Nebraska. A 1999 participant said the
EDGE program “... kept us from closing
ourdoors.”

PartnerswithNebraska
rant universities work with

Wncu re, agribusiness, natural resources,
leteach, discovernew th

extensm

Land-g the people they serve. NU's Institute
ongncurture andNatural Resources does soin gnontyareas of food,

research, andextend that
new, Unbiasedinformation across the state andbeyond through

Joint efforts aim to reduce threat to drinking water

Herbicide runoff fromfieldsin the
Blue River Basin area of Nebraskaand
Kansas can hurt drinking water quality
downstreaminKansas. Jointresearchand
extensioneducation efforts by the Univer-
sity of Nebraskaand Kansas State Univer-
sity amtoreduce the threats to drinking
water.

Using acomputermodel and four
years of atrazine runoff data, Nebraska
faculty are identifying the most promising
herbicde management andtilage
practices for reducing herbicide runoff
from farm fields. Early resulltsindicate
severaltilage and herbicde management
practices potentially could cut average
annual atrazine runoffby 50 percent or
more.

Findings provide the framework for
NU Cooperative Extensioneffortsto
encourage farmers toincrease provenbest
management practices toreduce the

potential for atrazine and sediment runoff.

Redudng threatstodrinkingwateristhegod
ofjontresearchandextensoneffortsbythe
University of NebraskaandKansas State

Good for the birds is good for the Panhandle economy

Tocreateavalue-addedmarket for
several altermative crops and aid commu-
nity economic development, University of
Nebraska facutty workedwith Cheyenne
County toattract Pennington SeedCo.,a
grassandbirdseed company, to Sidney,
Neb.

Earlier NU Institute of Agriculture
andNaturalResourcesresearchled to
proso millet, sunflower and safflower
varieties that performwellin the region
andlaid the foundation forexpanded
birdseed production.

In addiition to crop development and
feasibility studies, IANR researchand

Unive

and communities.

N

extensionstaff metwithseed company
ownersand provided Cheyenne County
economic development staffwithinforma-
tion on these crops and the region’s ability
toproducethem.

Since the Pennington Seed Co. Plant
openedinthemid-1990s, Panhande
birdseed productionhasincreased by
about 100,000 acres, which trandlatesinto
anew market worth $10milion annually.
These new crops help Panhandle farmers
diversify their crop base. The newplan
alsoprovides jobs and othereconomic
benefits to the community.

aCoopetatveBctensmspartof

thelnstrtute ongnajtureandNaturaI Resourcesat the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
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Nebraska-Lincoln and the United

Sgglqesofthe Unlvetstty %

of Agricutture.



